CHARTER FOR THE AUDIT COMMITTEE
OF STAGE STORES, INC.
(As of March 28, 2007)

DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE
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COMPOSITION, EXPERTISE, AND INDEPENDENCE REQUIREMENTS OF
AUDIT COMMITTEE MEMBERS
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Independence.
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111. MEETINGS
A. Frequency
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B. Executive Sessions with Key Personnel and Agents
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C. Keeping Minutes
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IV.  AUTHORITY
¥ nNs$)

A. Authority to Select, Retain, Terminate, Determine Compensation and Oversee
Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm/Settle Disputes
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B. Authority to Engage Advisers
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C. Authority to Conduct Independent Investigations
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D. Authority to Directly Access Corporate Employees and Information
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V. RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES
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In General
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Review Procedures
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Committees
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Communications with
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Management Override of Internal Controls
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Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm
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Independence Discussions with Audit Committees !
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Prohibited Non-Audit Services
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Pre-approval Requirements
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Delegation of Pre-Approval Authority.
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Approval of Audit Services for Other Purposes.
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Complaint Procedures: Dispute Resolution

1. Accounting Complaints. I #l
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2. Financial Accounting Policy Dispute Resolution
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Required Response to Audit Discoveries
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Audit Committee Report
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VII. NOTIFICATION OF NON-COMPLIANCE
I EH & 5 % $
' % # $
I I # _ 1 ! - [
I #1

33



VIII. GOING CONCERN ANNOUNCEMENT
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